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President Spencer holds
campus-wide meeting after
disciplinary incident
HANNAH GOLDBERG
STAFF WRITER

Last Thursday afternoon, stu¬
dents ceased their respective Short
Term activities to attend President
Spencers mandatory assembly in
the Grey Cage. Groups of students
made their way across campus to
partake in what felt like a Bates
family meeting. Students sat on the
floor of the Grey Cage armed with
suggestion pencils and notecards re¬
ceived at the door, anticipating Pres¬
ident Spencers speech. The spotlight
is, once again, on Bates College.
Late Tuesday night April 15th,
Bates Junior Mac Jackson alleg¬
edly entered the wrong White Street
home in search of a friend. This
resulted in confrontation with the
home’s elderly owner. The events
that ensued have not been fully
disclosed to the Bates community.
However, it is known that Jackson
is being charged with aggravated
assault and criminal trespassing fol¬
lowing the altercation with the el¬
derly man, who fell and was sent to
the hospital with a broken hip.
Local news stations and papers
have already jumped on the oppor¬
tunity to report the incident, plac¬
ing negative attention on Bates,
reminiscent of the arrests made dur¬
ing “Throwback” in 2010. Maine
station WMTV News 8 aired a seg¬
ment from White Street discussing
the, “Bates problem” with Lewis¬
ton resident May Burke, while the
Sun Journal outlined the criminal
charges and disciplinary actions that
Jackson currently faces. Incidents
like these fragment the schools rela¬
tionship with the surrounding com¬
munity.
Beginning with her email two
days after the White Street incident,
President Spencer made it clear that
Jackson’s case is not unique, and
comes in conjunction with other
drinking related incidents that have
occurred in the past few years.
“There have been several breach¬

es in behavior that have shocked and
concerned all of us, endangered our
students and our neighbors, and put
at risk basic community norms,”
said Spencer in her email. Presi¬
dent Spencer called for the College
to take on a more active role in the
counseling and drinking culture of
Bates, something that many col¬
leges and universities are struggling
with. The first step was to hold a
mandatory meeting when students
returned from Spring break.
“I don’t really know how she is
going to approach this. A lot of us
fear that there are going to be new
policies that will affect Short Term
and Senior Week,” said one con¬
cerned sophomore, who like many
in this article, wished to remain
anonymous. Some students were
critical of the mandatory meeting,
“They are photographing us walking
to get disciplined. I’m not sure how
this is supposed to do anything.”
Once the meeting began, Presi¬
dent Spencer quickly announced
that Short Term and Senior Week
would remain, putting students at
ease. Spencer stated that the meet¬
ing was held to initiate a discussion
among students, faculty, and the
administration as colleagues. “There
is a bit of a Jekyll and Hyde vibe at
Bates College,” Spencer stated frank¬
ly, “We are not looking to contain
fun, quite the opposite, but when

Tree Street Youth and educa¬
tion inequality in Lewiston
JULIA MONGEAU
CO-MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

The Lewiston and Auburn com¬
munities are only getting younger “younger” as in a significant propor¬
tion of the population are under 18
years old.
This demographic is one reason
Julia Sleeper ’08 and Kim Sullivan
T3 founded Tree Street Youth, a
center that supports and encour¬
ages the youth of the community,
and provides a safe space for their
academic and personal growth. The
center started as a homework help
program, then after an enthusiastic
response, the program expanded.
Tree Street Youth was developed
out of need and a necessity. At a re¬
cent panel discussion, on Tuesday
April 22nd, Sleeper and Sullivan,
along with Lewiston High School
Seniors Mana Abdi and Sahra Hassan, brought to light the issue of ed¬
ucation inequity in the community.
Education inequity or inequality,
at the simplest level, can be under¬
stood as disparities in educational
opportunities amongst students.
Disparities can range from location
and access, as well as occur within
the same system, but affect students
because of ethnicity or economic
backgrounds.
Sleeper prefaced the discussion
by emphasizing that the “point is to
learn.” For that one hour discussion,
attendees were asked to suspend all
judgments for a learning experience
about Lewiston schools and Tree
Street Youth.
While Sleeper and Sullivan

facilitated the discussion and de¬
scribed Tree Street in detail, Mana
and Sahra offered some enlightening
first person accounts of their time
within Lewiston public schools.
These accounts represent the bar¬
riers that impact the community’s
young students, barriers Tree Street
acknowledges and tries to transcend.
Mana Abdi moved to Lewiston
in 2010. She has since then experi¬
enced success both in school and on
the track, which she explained for
me after the panel.
“I was junior when I won this
race and it was a 5k race,” said
Mana. “I have never won a race be¬
fore this race so when I realize that
I just won an entire race I was hon¬
estly overwhelmed. It was an amaz¬
ing feeling.”
And this feeling of pride was
not only in her victory, but what
that victory symbolizes. “I hope to
change the community as a leader
in school and on track by showing
that just because I am girl it does not
mean that I am not cable of accom¬
plishing something great...I have al¬
ready proven to everyone that I can
be a runner but also a Muslim girl
who is covered from top to bottom,”
adds Mana.
Mana also offered some eye¬
opening information about her
experiences with Lewiston High
School and Tree Street Youth. Mana
dreams of going to college - which
she will in the fall, though has yet to
make her final decision - then even¬
tually on to medical school.
“Tree Street helped in so many
See TREE STREET, PAGE 4
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dorms are trashed Monday morn¬
ings, and members of the Lewiston/
Auburn community are disturbed or
even injured, we keep doing reputa¬
tional damage to Bates.” Respect
was a key theme of the discussion.
In order to improve the current situ¬
ation at Bates, students need to start
talking to each other in order to fos¬
ter a, “strong and positive campus
culture,” as Spencer puts it.
Students were very receptive to
the “family meeting”. One point
Spencer mentioned hit particularly
hard with many students, especially
seniors. President Spencer talked
about how with each incident Bates
has, the value of our education and
diploma goes down. One student
stated, “Bates has worked hard to
develop its academic reputation. No
one wants to see that hard work go
away, especially over issues of mu¬
tual respect among students and
the community that can be easily
solved.”
This is just the beginning of a
new approach to Bates student life
and culture. President Spencer is
looking to form a committee that
will work intensively on this issue
and to implement programs that
will promote positive behavior. Stu¬
dents can continue to enjoy Short
Term, knowing that any changes
made in the future will be positive.

Experimental College: New
short term experiences
AMELIA OLIVER
STAFF WRITER

It is no secret that Short Term
is a period to try new things. With
more time, sleep, and energy, stu¬
dents have the opportunity to get
involved in interesting activities,
delve into different disciplines, and
fulfill some of their interests that
the stresses of the normal academic
year leaves no space for. In the spirit
of this investigational time of year,
the Student Activities Office is once
again sponsoring the Experimental
College during Short Term.
The Experimental College has
been in existence since 2006, and is
an opportunity for any member of
the Bates Community to participate
in a three to four week non-credit,
extracurricular course. Each of the
courses are almost entirely autono¬
mous, leaving the curriculum up
to student, faculty, or staff member
teaching them to organize the class¬
es, meeting times and lesson plans.
Anyone with an interest in teaching
a particular topic is allowed to create
their own course; there is no limit
as to the possibilities of courses. In
previous years there have been class¬
es taught on coffee, slacklining, and
even an instructional longboarding course intended to increase the
number of female longboarders on
campus.
This year eighteen courses are
being offered, instructed by a variety
of student, faculty and staff instruc¬
tors. There is an incredible assort¬
ment of courses being taught this
semester ranging from: Five Useful
Tasks for Grownups which teaches
students how to change a tire, sew
a button, play poker, meditate, and
start a fire; Coping Without Commons
instructing students on the basics of
budget-friendly and nutritious food
preparation; Crossfit 101 providing
participants with an understanding
of this powerful exercise tool; all the
way to the Group Investigating God
(G.I. G) which seeks to explore some
of life’s largest questions.
Brad Reynolds, a senior on the
Bates baseball team, is teaching a
course called Baseball Philosophy and

How to Maintain a Baseball Field.
The course is intended to investigate
the mental components of‘America’s
pastime’ and the important life skills
that can be learned from it. The class
will also place a special emphasis on
field maintenance. Reynolds decid¬
ed to instruct this class because, “I
wanted to offer a course that would
further create a baseball culture at
bates. It is one of the things I love
most in life and would like to give
this joy to others. Baseball is also a
microcosm for life and has many
valuable lessons to teach us.”
Montana Hirsch, T 6 is teaching
the Poetry and Prose Writing Work¬
shop alongside students Chris Shaw
and Hannah Zeltner. The workshop
is designed to give participants the
opportunity to take part in informal
creative writing. The class will foster
constructive feedback and is intend¬
ed to create a relaxed environment
that will enhance creative growth.
When asked why she wanted to co¬
teach this course, Hirsch stated: “I
wanted to teach this course because
I want to give students the chance
to have a laid back workshop experi¬
ence, especially if there is no room in
their schedules to take any creative
writing at Bates! I personally did not
begin writing until last year, but it
has made a great impact and allowed
me to express myself in new ways. I
believe that as emotional people, it
seems fitting that we should be able
to have a space in college that acts
as an outlet for our- own personal,
funny, sad, joyous and philosophical
thoughts and where we can explore
our own dreams and subconscious
minds. I think the writing work¬
shop is one of those places, so I
would like to create a fun, laid-back,
and safe environment for those in-,
terested to share these thoughts
through poetry and fiction.”
The Experimental College is
truly the essence of Short Term:
short-term study cultivating life¬
long interests. There is still room
to sign up for some Experimental
College courses. For a full list of the
class listings, visit the Bates website
and start something new this Short
Term!

A letter from a Batesie abroad
ADINA BRIN
ARAVA VALLEY, ISRAEL

Dear friends, hello from the
dusty Israeli desert! I’m spending
the semester on a kibbutz (socialiststyle village) close to the border with
Jordan in Israel’s Arava Valley, prob¬
ably the hottest and driest place I’ve
ever lived. I’m studying at the Arava
Institute for Environmental Studies,
which brings together Israeli, Pal¬
estinian, Jordanian, American, and
other international students and in¬
terns to examine the ways in which
regional environmental issues affect
and are connected to and impacted
by regional political issues, specifi¬
cally the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
I’m not sure how to contain this
whole experience in a few para¬
graphs so here are some highlights/
things that have stood out to me:
Living with people from vastly
different backgrounds. The vari¬
ety of traditions that we all bring
to this community has made for a
wonderfully eclectic student cul¬
ture. It can sometimes be difficult
to navigate, but it’s ultimately really
enriching. Some of the most inter¬
esting moments I’ve had so far have
been talking with an Israeli student
about identity construction in Is¬
rael as compared to the States. Also,
I liked connecting with one of my
housemates, a Palestinian who lives
in Jerusalem, about the importance
of being able to remember and hold
pain in our cultural pasts while not
letting it stop us from moving for¬
ward and seeking to build the best
future for ourselves, our children,
and our neighbor’s children.
Being immersed in something,
while studying about it. Understand¬
ing regional water issues takes on a
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new dimension when our showerheads and sink faucets frequently
clog due to salt buildup; the waste
management problems in the West
Bank became immediately clear
when we watched a giant plume of
greasy black smoke rise from trash
being burned on the roof of an
apartment building in Ramallah.
It’s inspiring to experience some of
the solutions to these problems; for
example, our dorms are connected
to an experimental greywater treat¬
ment system, which collects the
water from our sinks and. show¬
ers and runs it through a natural
bacteria-powered filtering system
and produces water clean enough to
use for irrigation. At the same time,
it’s horrifying to know that some of
my close friends, who live in Jor¬
dan, might not have easy access to
drinking water in the next 10 years
because Jordan’s water strategy has
planned for 30% of their water to
be provided by a desalination proj¬
ect that is probably never going to
happen.
Learning new cities by walking
them. I have a full schedule of class¬
es during the week, but I’ve spent
several weekends traveling. It turns
out my favorite way to experience a
new place is not to make a sched¬
ule of places and sights to visit and
see, but rather to find the center of
the city and walk around aimlessly.
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Doing this led me to discover a gor¬
geous old residential neighborhood
in Jerusalem, to find a juice vendor
selling honeydew-pineapple fruit
shakes in Yaffo (an Arab city on the
beach) and to notice some really in¬
credible graffiti/street art. Unfortu¬
nately it also got me stuck outside in
the middle of an intense wind and
dust-storm, and then it started rain¬
ing, but at least I got a good story
out of that!
Beetle and hedgehog appreciation.
The climate in this part of Israel is
hyper-arid, meaning that it typically
receives less than 100mm of rain
each year. As a result, there aren’t
that many animals that can survive
in this harsh desert. Aside from the
multitudes of stray cats, the major¬
ity of the creatures here are beetles
of varying sizes, shapes, and colors.
They’re actually kind of sweet in a
weird way, and the way they move
through grass is really hilarious
(it looks like a strange version of
breaststroke). I’ve also seen a few
hedgehogs at night, which are unbe¬
lievably cute and also really hilarious
when they run.
The last thing to mention is the
study abroad time warp-. I’ve been
here for a little over two months and
I have a little less than two months
left, but it feels like I’ve been here
forever and will never leave. It’s
easy to forget how impermanent
this community is, and also kind of
hard to imagine what it will be like
to walk to class without a view of
the Jordanian mountains. It sounds
amazingly cliche, but it’s completely
true of my experience.
Sending love and warm
thoughts from the Middle East! See
you so soon! -Adina
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A teammate's perspective on
Mac Jackson's actions
MAX GOLDFARB
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

If you’re an average Batesie, you
probably now know the name Mac
Jackson for all of the wrong reasons.
You heard about his actions on the
news, from President Spencers email, or through a friend. But if by
some obscure chance you missed
the gossip, here it is: Mac got too
inebriated one night and made a
regrettable decision, which resulted
in his arrest and the serious injury
of a member of the Lewiston com¬
munity.
However, despite my team¬
mate’s reprehensible and reckless
action, I strongly believe that Mac
Jackson should not be expelled.
When I heard the news, I was
utterly shocked. I think most of
my teammates were, actually, be¬
cause the Mac we all knew would
never intentionally harm anyone. I
can hardly remember a time when
he wasn’t smiling. The Mac we all
knew was the hardest worker on our
team at practice, in the weight room
and in games. He was the guy you
would go to battle with, not against,
and if he ever asked for anything, I
would help him without hesitation.
The Mac we all knew never asked
for help though. He gave his all in
everything he did, whether he was
helping out a teammate or friend in
need or spending many dedicated
hours in the third floor of the li¬
brary.
Allow me to be clear: I fully
understand the rationale behind
why Mac should be expelled. As

President Spencer said in her e-mail
to the College on April 18th, “At
Bates, we take pride in our values as
a healthy, intellectually serious, and
caring community, which we inten¬
tionally define to include our neigh¬
bors in Lewiston and Auburn.” Mac
very clearly violated these standards
with his excessive drinking, result¬
ing in an injury. His actions are in¬
excusable and immature, and have
resulted in Bates being portrayed in
a rather negative light. But perhaps
more importantly, they have also
negatively impacted the College’s
standing in the community at a time
when we as a school are making an
even more concerted effort to reach
out to our neighbors.
As a lacrosse player, our team
constantly preaches family. It’s on
the back of our shirts and the bot¬
tom of our socks. And it’s true: our
team is a big, albeit occasionally
dysfunctional, family. When watch¬
ing Lilo and Stitch over break, a
line found new significance for me:
“Ohana means family. Family means
nobody gets left behind or forgot¬
ten.” Whether the Student Conduct
Committee, the administration and
President Spencer want to admit it
or not, Mac is a part of the broader
Bates family, and despite their likely
inclination to expel him, I strongly
believe they should make the more
courageous decision of suspending
him and allowing him to return to
Bates, regardless of how unpopular
and difficult that decision may be.
This kind of benevolence and
confidence that the College can
exhibit should not come without

a higher set of expectations. Mac
should be required to do an exces¬
sive amount of community service,
perhaps even working directly with
the member of the community he
injured in rehabilitation. He should
be required to attend therapy, and
required to passionately participate
in an alcohol treatment program—
all while continuing to be barred
from athletic teams.
While it may seem that this
would not properly hold Mac ac¬
countable for his actions, and could
understandably be negatively viewed
by some, I think allowing him to
return to Bates allows him to deal
with the consequences of his actions
more directly. Every day he would
be faced with these consequences
as he works in the community, and
interacts with fellow students, staff
and faculty members at Bates.
As President Spencer said, “At
Bates, we take pride in our values as
a healthy, intellectually serious, and
caring community, which we inten¬
tionally define to include our neigh¬
bors in Lewiston and Auburn.”
This means that allowing Mac
to come back to Bates is well within
our core values. Bates can allow him
to continue his serious academic
pursuits and helping him find a
healthier way in which he can con¬
duct the rest of his life. This College
shouldn’t turn its back on a student
in a time of need due to a bad mis¬
take. Mac is a member of the Bates
family, and that means he shouldn’t
get left behind or forgotten. He
should be helped.

STAFF WRITER

A number of recent events have
brought the seriously neglected epi¬
demic of mental health issues on
college campuses to my attention.
These cases have led me to examine
the ways in which Bates has emerged
ahead of the pack on this front, and
also the ways in which it still falls
short. The reader will have to excuse
the vague nature of this article, as
it is a necessary precaution used to
protect the privacy of any students
whose cases have brought these de¬
tails to light.
In many ways, Bates succeeds
in providing excellent mental health
resources to its students. Many who
seek counseling services report posi¬
tive experiences provided by com¬
passionate individuals who truly
care about the students with whom
they work. These counselors prove
to be very helpful in directing stu¬
dents to other resources they might
require. All health center profession¬
als — clinical social workers, physi¬
cians, nurses, directors, and secretar¬
ies - work in a collaborative way in
order to determine the best course
of action for each student and en¬
sure his or her continued care. The
friendly environment of the health
center contributes a welcoming
feeling for many, something that is
absolutely essential for encouraging

students to seek the help they need.
However, a number of improve¬
ments to the system could be made.
Currently, Bates employs one psy¬
chiatrist who is available one day a
week. She is consistently booked full
between the hours of 7:00 AM and
7:00 PM every Friday, and sched¬
uling an appointment often re¬
quires two or more weeks of notice.
While psychiatric consultations are
not necessarily required as often as
counseling appointments, this lack
of availability is a clear indication
that the current system is saturated
to the point of overload. Increasing
the availability of psychiatrists, even
by adding one additional day of ap¬
pointments every week, could great¬
ly alleviate this strain on the system.
In addition, when issues of
mental health begin to affect other
aspects of life at Bates, the reaction
of the college has displayed a con¬
cerning order of priorities. When
academic performance becomes a
concern, the involvement of the
deans is, of course, necessary. How¬
ever, the process used to address this
concern could use an overhaul. Stu¬
dents have reported feeling interro¬
gated, incriminated, and punished
as a result of academic shortcom
ings, as well as made to discuss per¬
sonal information in an uncomfort¬
able and hostile environment. The
goal, it seems, is to maintain the col¬
lege’s shining academic reputation
by making an effort to forcibly re¬

move a struggling student from the
school for a considerable period of
time, despite any counterarguments
citing strong support systems and
the availability of resources that may
not be as accessible elsewhere.
This should not be the deans’ pri¬
mary objective. Instead, they should
strive to serve the mental, physical,
and emotional well being of every
student. The college should display
genuine concern for the happiness
of its students above all, not merely
because happy individuals make for
successful students, but because it is
the right thing to do. Therefore, it
is essential that the process evolve
to better pursue the achievement of
this goal. A more complete collabo¬
ration between health center profes¬
sionals, the deans, and professors
could potentially provide a much
more comfortable environment for
the student involved and will ensure
that decisions are made with his or
her best interests in mind.
Changes such as these have the
potential to drastically improve the
lives of a number of Bates students,
as well as to create a more compas¬
sionate environment for all. It is
essential that the college and all
associated with it make an effort
to continue improving our under¬
standing and treatment of mental
illness, as this is an issue that must
not be ignored.
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Real talk
Letter to the Editor: Activism at Bates
needs an overhaul
MICHELLE PHAM
STAFF WRITER

When I read Jake Villarreal’s
article in a coffee shop in London,
I had to take a minute to mentally
repeat in a loop, “Preach.”
Like all situations and issues in
life, there needs to be an acknowl¬
edgement of a problem before dis¬
cussion of a working solution can
take place. While I agree with Jake
on various points, I want to further
develop this discussion by focusing
on the activists who partake in ac¬
tivism and the community in which
activism takes place in.
Being abroad has led many
epiphanies on Bates. Firstly, the
small community and engaging
education is what attracted me
to the come all the way to Maine.
The personalization and access to
administration and professors is an
incredible asset, which you quickly
notice when you attend a school of
25,000 in the heart of London. Re¬
lationships you build in such an in¬
sular community are precious when
you are thrown into the bustle of a
global city.
Secondly, the work we do at
Bates is well-intentioned, but most
often, a significant portion of those
who need to be exposed to these im¬
portant issues the most are often left
untouched by the messages. If you
think about it, approximately 2,000
of some of the nation’s and world’s
most brilliant, capable minds come
together for four years seeking to
be inspired, to create, and to learn.
Are we as a school fulfilling this
and providing our diverse cohort
of students the sufficient resources
to execute this vision of impacting
and innovating in a greater world?
I’m not asking this just to adminis¬
tration and faculty - but also to us,
as peers and friends. The key tenet of
activism is meaningful, purposeful
work, which is something we want
to cultivate here at our institution.
In order for good activism to hap¬
pen, we as individuals in a common
collective have to be seeking for
meaningful and purposeful work.
So much of what I envisioned
Bates to be left me disheartened and
disillusioned for some time. While I
will be the first to acknowledge that
I have grown so much as an individ¬
ual and that Bates has been a large
contributor to my development in
many positive ways, a large propor¬
tion of the negative experiences have
also led to the most important char¬
acter developments.
I understand so much more

1

about society than I ever did before,
but it does not necessarily make me
a happier human being - although
it has led me to understand much
of why people are unhappy and why
bonds between people are so impor¬
tant. I studied Sociology and was
given language and terminology to
describe what I was experiencing in
my day to day life at Bates: gender,
race, sociological imagination, class
difference, white privilege, male
privilege, and the extensive list goes
on. When you think about experi¬
ence in these terms, are self-aware
and able to distinguish the very real
injustice that occurs on campus, the
seeds of cynicism take root and start
to grow in an open heart. I consis¬
tently wonder, is it just Bates or is
Bates a microcosmic representation
of a greater American problem, at
large?
During my freshman year of
college, I had a random white male
at a party approach me at Yellow
House, clap his hands together and
utter a spew of racist ching chong
mutterings at me. Then there were
the more eyebrow-raising com¬
ments such as, “I’ve never slept with
an Asian girl before, I’ve always
wanted to,” on the occasional Sat¬
urday night on Frye Street. When
you experience these things alone,
it can be quite isolating if you don’t
realize that it’s the structures beyond
you that are being reinforced and a
mere lack of education (ironically).
You can often be misunderstood, la¬
belled as “overthinking” it, or called
the angry minority, which is quite
frustrating and delegitimizes an ex¬
perience that is still very true and
alive in our supposedly progressive
community.
It wasn’t just me who expe¬
rienced these comments, it was a
group of visibly different students
who were keeping their discrimina¬
tions invisible - as minorities are
often taught to do when they hold
the minority opinion. “Don’t cause
disruptions to the system.”
Subsequently due to our fresh¬
man year experiences at Bates as
Western-born Asian students, Kevin
Deng and I started AASIA, a space
for Asian-American and HAPA stu¬
dents. In retrospect, the journey to
start AASIA was actually quite ri¬
diculously hilarious.
There was much reluctance to
have an Asian-American activism
and solidarity group on campus in
conjunction with Sangai Asia (which
predominantly caters towards InterSee ACTIVISM, PAGE 3
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national Asian students, who have
a wholly different experience from
us). At one point, when I was meet¬
ing with an unnamed Dean to make
our case, I was sharing how there
was a growing Asian-American cul¬
ture in music, to which he asked me
with the most serious face, “Wait,
there’s such thing as Asian-Ameri¬
can music?” I did a double take and
thought I had just been transported
back to the 1960s. Said person il¬
lustrated my point exactly - there’s
such a need for more representation
and education on campus. There’s
LA’s Dumbfoundead, Seattle’s Blue
Scholars, the sweet-hearted Kira
Grannis, electro house guru Steve
Aoki, classical musician Yo-Yo Ma,
the soothing Priscilla Ahn and Top
40’s Bruno Mars, to name a few.
This lack of sensitivity, while surpris¬
ing, is set amidst a backdrop where
the Office of Intercultural Educa¬
tion has been undergoing such a
tumultuous change in a time when
it needs the most stability. We are
recruiting students from a wider set
of experiences and backgrounds at
an unprecedented, historical rate for
our college and yet we do not have
the adequate infrastructure in place

Forum 3
to support these students when they
arrive through and leave our doors
at graduation.
Yes, as a community, we like to
brand ourselves as progressive, lib¬
eral, and Democrat, but how many
of us are actually practicing this inour social groups and our every¬
day lives? The Class of 2015 has an
overflowing amount of Economics
majors who often aspire to work at
Barclays and consulting firms such
as Analysis Group. These students
will potentially produce high in¬
comes and give back to the Bates
Fund - but how can we engage our
future economic leaders to take part
in combining social strategy and
profit, which is where the future
of sustainable business models are
moving? How can we encourage
students to take classes and truly en¬
gage with the content in Sociology
(for example) - and care?
Before we can think about ac¬
tivism, we should consider the dy¬
namics of the activists on campus,
or rather - the dynamics of our
students on campus. Are we united?
Are we synchronized? Are we one in
our fight against injustice? Without
the core grounding of unity and
recognition of different beginnings,
activism is moot and disorganized.
Why are there practically no Asians
in the Women of Color group on

Supreme Court up¬
holds Michigan’s
ban of affirmative
action policies

campus? Are Asian women not
women of color? And if they are,
why aren’t we “labeling” ourselves
as such. White males in their late
teens and early twenties are one of
the largest demographics for rap and
hip hop, yet why do we see barely
any white faces at any of the open
mic and hip hop nights, but instead
a sea of color? I know I heard Juicy J
and A$AP Rocky blaring out of the
men’s bathroom in 280, and it wasn’t
coming from the one black male on
my floor. How many friends in your
social circle look different from you,
have a different sexual orientation or
come from a different faith?
Here’s a case for you: we have so
much environmentalism going on at
Bates that is predominantly spear¬
headed by white women. Yet, I’ve
never heard the green movement
utter this truth that a fellow minor¬
ity friend mentioned to me, “The
irony is that poor people recycle the
most, because they can’t afford not
to.” Activism needs to be inclusive
of activists from all backgrounds,
classes, and experiences. Just because
you take up a cause does not mean

you automatically understand all
the nuances and layers to it — it is a
continuous negotiation that we per¬
petually immerse ourselves in. bell
hooks writes poignantly about it in
her “Feminist Theory: From Margin
to Center:” When the contemporary
feminist movement began, many of
its proponents argued that women
shared “bonds of
sisterhood” across race and class
lines. This “essentialist” position as
it was later called, presumed that
the common experience of being
born female in a patriarchal social
structure transcended in importance
and impact the very dissimilar ex¬
periences that divided women of
diverse classes and race.” Causes and
activism are very personal to each
individual, and since we all have dif¬
ferent experiences, this translates in
different ways but is often lost in a
conversation led by the dominant
group.
The most disappointing realiza¬
tion is that so many people at Bates
who are seeking to make change
experience marginalization of their
marginalization by those who are

closest to them - who don’t quite
get it or are unwilling to open their
minds to acknowledge that there
are still some serious problems tak¬
ing place in our beautiful campus.
Being critical is the first step to im¬
provement. Admitting that some¬
thing needs constructive improve¬
ment is not insulting to Bates, but
rather a continued dedication to de¬
velopment and progression. As we
are on the process of becoming true,
we should focus on working towards
being better, open-minded people
who actively PARTAKE in building
meaningful relationships with oth¬
ers. We should work on the activists
first before the activism. It will make
our cases all the stronger and our
work so much more powerful when
we can understand, empathize, and
support one another. When you
start seeing more of the world and
meeting more of the world, there is
more common ground between us
than we all realize. It’s something
that I love most about my friends
and our community at Bates.
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The Bates Fund is Bates' annual
fund to which alumni, parents,
and friends donated over $6.2
million last year to support
financial aid, top faculty, sports
teams, and more! Thank you to
the many generous donors!
COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF COLLEGE ADVANCEMENT

KRISTEN DOERER
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR

This past Tuesday, the Supreme
Court decided to uphold an amend¬
ment to Michigan’s state constitu¬
tion that banned race-conscious
admissions policies in higher educa¬
tion in the case, Schuette v. Coalition
to Defend Affirmative Action.
Affirmative action has been a
deeply debated issue since its imple¬
mentation in the 1960s. It is seen by
some as a way to level the playing
field for minority students, a tool to
give minority students the opportu¬
nity they might otherwise not have
to pursue higher education. Others
see affirmative action as unfair pref¬
erential treatment for minority stu¬
dents, who are accepted not for their
merit, but for their skin color.
In 2003, the Supreme Court
upheld a race-conscious admission
policy at the University of Michigan
Law School. In Grutter v. Bollinger
and Gratz v. Bollinger, the Court
ruled that affirmative action is con¬
stitutional only if it treats race as one
factor among many, and if it does
not automatically increase on appli¬
cant’s chances of acceptance simply
because of his or her race.
Displeased with the 2003 deci¬
sion, opponents of affirmative ac¬
tion moved to amend the state con¬
stitution. By 2006, Michigan voters
banned the consideration of race or
sex in public education and employ¬
ment.
The debate rages on. Brooke
Kimbrough, a black high school stu¬
dent with impressive extra curricu¬
lar credentials, applied to University
of Michigan in the fall. After being
wait-listed and then denied accep¬
tance, she decided to fight the state’s
ban on race-conscious admission
policies in higher education.
Affirmative action was imple¬
mented to fix the historic wrongs
against African Americans and
Native Americans and to fight dis¬
crimination in higher education and
employment. Affirmative action ad¬
dresses the reality that most minori¬
ties attend inner city public schools
that are not as good as the private
schools or suburban public schools
most white students attend.
Despite affirmative action’s
goals to ensure more equal access
to higher education, the Supreme
Court, with its 6-2 decision, ruled
to uphold Michigan’s ban of affirma¬
tive action policies. Justice Anthony
Kennedy, writing for a three-mem¬
ber plurality, claimed that the ruling
was a modest one. He sided with the
voters who undertook “a basic exer¬
cise of their democratic power,” and
who he claimed have a right to act
through their state’s political process
to decide on this issue.
“This case is not about how

the debate about racial preferences
should be resolved. It is about who
may resolve it,” Kennedy added.
Justice Sonia Sotomayor argued
that it is not about who decides but
how this issue is decided. She read
aloud from her 58-page dissent, an
act that often suggests how strongly
a justice feels about a case.
Sotomayor stated that while the
Constitution “does not guarantee
minority groups victory in the po¬
litical process... it does guarantee
them meaningful and equal access
to that process. It guarantees that
the majority may not win by stack¬
ing the political process against mi¬
nority groups permanently.”
The effects of the 2006 Michi¬
gan amendment can already be seen.
In 2008, black students comprised
for 6.8 percent of the freshman
class at University of Michigan; in
2012, that number dropped to 4.6
percent. The Michigan amendment
has already resulted in a 25 percent
drop in minority representation in
Michigan’s public universities and
colleges.
Justice Sotomayor also ad¬
dressed the conservative members
of the court, who often suggest the
best way to reach racial equality is
to ignore race. As Chief Justice John
Roberts Jr. wrote in a 2007 case,
“The way to stop discrimination on
the basis of race is to stop discrimi¬
nating on the basis of race.”
Sotomayor responded that this
view is “out of touch with reality”
and that “race does matter.” Affir¬
mative action was put in place to
address racial inequality, inequali¬
ties that continue to exist today and
that have become institutionalized.
As Sotomayor stated, “we ought not
sit back and wish away, rather than
confront, the racial inequality that
exists in our society.”
If we believe that higher educa¬
tion is the way to improve one’s eco¬
nomic standing and to escape pov¬
erty, then shouldn’t we make higher
education more accessible to those
minorities that often live in poverty?
I would argue that we still have
not come too far in the fifty years
since affirmative action was first
implemented. Pubic universities still
don’t proportionally represent the
black or Latino population. Four¬
teen percent of the state in Michi¬
gan is black; however, only 5 percent
of the student body at University of
Michigan is black.
Most suburban white students
have the advantage of good public
schools, SAT and ACT tutoring,
and college counseling, while many
black students that live in the inner
cities don’t. Affirmative action was
supposed to address this disadvan¬
tage. Without it, diversity is dras¬
tically declining at our schools of
higher education.

I’m done with huge music venues (sort of)
JAMES PREISS
STAFF WRITER

So, if you haven’t caught on, I’m
a big music guy. I think it’s fair to
say I’ve seen a lot of shows — good
ones, bad ones, but a lot of them
have been life changers, or even fa¬
vorite changers. No band is a band if
they can’t seal the deal live — if they
can’t make you go home and tell all
your friends how awesome it was
and why you all should now wor¬
ship the front-man or the bassist or
the triangle player of that band.
The problem becomes - how
do you go to a concert, sip a beer,
dance your backside down to the
ground, and sing along, without
getting demolished by the guy next
to you who looks like one of the bad
guys out of Breaking Bad? I know,
I’m basically talking about rock con¬
certs, but this applies to all kinds of
gigs - the preppy white kids in tanks
at Kendrick Lamar shows, the other
worldly-lanky hipster at Local Na¬
tives shows, and the tatted up guy
who’s way too old to be at a Foo
Fighters show, singing along with
his oddly perfect replica of Dave
Grohl’s goatee and way too old to be
obnoxiously shoving people around
to tracks off the first album (which
is always a bummer since they’re my
favorite band).
My first concert ever was The
Who in MSG when I was fourteen
— and that was fine, since I was lucky
enough to be in seats up from the
General Admission area. Along the
way I went to the Izod center, MSG
again, TD Garden, Cumberland
County Civic Center, etc etc. The
big gigs are great. But anyone with
even a touch of discomfort at being
pushed around may feel very claus¬
trophobic.

Since the huge gigs, I’ve been
more into the smaller club gigs. And
it’s great! No big monster guy barrel¬
ing into you and screaming out the
demons that have entered his brain,
no more waiting to go to the rest¬
room for...6 hours (I think that’s
my concert record), and you don’t
get your feet trampled (if you don’t
want that to happen that is - I think
a good old boogy sesh is really the
only way to go, and there’s bound
to be some collateral damage). You
can grab a beverage, stand wherever
you want in the club - front, back,
middle, in the balcony, in the exit and it’s usually not a big deal to get
back to your spot.
Now, there are some downsides
to smaller gigs - no, you’re not go¬
ing to see ‘Ye or T Swift or the Roll¬
ing Stones at a random club gig
(unless you’re a frequenter of the
Roxy in LA), but you will find some
awesome musicians who are making
some very non-mainstream, some¬
times incredible, sometimes crappy,
sometimes in-between music. And
there’s something exciting about not
knowing necessarily what to expect
from a show — because regardless
of who you see, if you like music I
guarantee you’ll have a good time.
That’s not to say that I will never go
to MSG to see Foo Fighters or the
Stones, because I definitely would
seeing as they’re some of my favorite
bands. I’m just sick of going broke
every time I want to see a band that
only plays these huge arenas.
I’ve certainly found some of my
favorite current bands by showing
up to small gigs at local music ven¬
ues — Gary Clark Jr., White Denim,
Lettuce and Thievery Corporation,
to name a few. I’ve admittedly also
seen some pretty terrible musical
acts in my day — it’s all part of the

fun. But the best thing about these
smaller gigs is the low-stress vibe.
When you’re going to see Kanye or
some wild rock band, there’s a cer¬
tain “concert” environment that is
one of the more genuinely annoy¬
ing things in the world - everyone
finds it necessary to get zonked out
of their minds, and a lot of push¬
ing, moshing, aggressive arguments
about your spot in the crowd, and
spilling of beverages ensues. In small
venues, it’s just a bunch of random
people looking to have a good time
hanging and jamming out. There’s
room to stand without someone’s
back sweat wiping off on your face
or having someone’s overpriced Bud
Light toppled onto your head as they
try to push through the crowd. And
finally, you’re not paying upwards of
fifty dollars for a ticket (and that’s
cheap for an arena show)!
So, go to your local music ven¬
ue - The Sinclair is a great spot in
Cambridge, The Mercury Lounge or
any of the Bowery Presents in New
York, or any dump that sounds of
a stampede of overly amplified in¬
struments — support local businesses
and emerging artists, and have a
better time spending fifteen dollars
on a guaranteed better environment
and experience. And when the Jay-Z
or whoever the hell it is that thinks
they’re God nowadays comes to
town, save up those extra clams and
enjoy the mayhem at the Garden
if you must see them, because you
know they’re not going to any small
club anywhere.
That’s all for now — another rant
about the plight of the contempo¬
rary music lover. Go small or stay
home.

Barbara Howaniec, APRN-BC
Psychiatric nurse practitioner and psychotherapist
treating anxiety, depression, substance abuse, ADHD

Psychotherapy and Medication Management
Using compassion, empathy, and a sense of humor
in her no nonsense approach to helping others
A short walk from the Bates Campus:
460 Main St. Lewiston
207-240-8995
http://barbarahowaniec.com/
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It happens here too: Gender-based bias at Bates and beyond
JULIA MONGEAU
CO-MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Sexual misconduct is a serious
and prevalent problem on college
campuses today. And the sad truth
is, it happens here too. In response
to a growing desire for more courses
that analyze and address this issue
and its components, Heather Lindkvist, Bates Title XI Officer, is offer¬
ing a course this short term, Gender,
Sexuality and Violence: The College
Campus and Beyond, to examine
sexual culture and gender-based bias
on college campuses.
Not only will the course in¬
crease students’ knowledge about
the different forms of gender basedviolence, including sexual assault,
intimate partner violence, and stalk¬
ing, but it will also allow Lindkvist
to work with the students to exam¬
ine the sexual culture at Bates and
develop ways to address sexual vio¬

lence on our campus. Lindkvist also
hopes that some of the students in
the class will become Sexual Respect
peer educators at Bates, as part of a
new program in the works for the
school.
In addition to discussions, lec¬
tures and film viewings, Lindkvist
mentions that the class will consist
of advocacy training and workshops
with community partners, includ¬
ing Sexual Assault Prevention and
Response Services, Safe Voices and
the Lewiston Police Department.
Both the classroom and community
component will be significant in en¬
hancing participants understanding
of gender-based violence. Lindkvist
notes that the class meetings allows
students to examine the “forms and
dynamics of gender based violence
and the modes of intervention used
to address such violence, in particu¬
lar on college campuses.” The work¬
shops will allow students to be aware
of the response services available in

the Lewiston/Auburn community.
The community component
will provide for an opportunity for
the students to create a Commu¬
nity Action Project to implement
change on campus or in the Lewiston/Aubiirn community. “Using
community-engaged learning, such
as participating in workshops with
community partners, students will
focus on a specific form of genderbased violence, identify a mode of
intervention to address this particu¬
lar gender inequity, and then devel¬
op a community-based project that
catalyzes change and, if appropriate,
promotes sexual respect,” says Lind¬
kvist. She understands that given
the limited time of short term, the
projects may not be implemented
immediately, but she intends for the
students to have a plan for how to
establish their program during the
fall semester.
Jonah Greenawalt T6 is a
part of the course this short term.

Though already an activd member of
Men Against Sexual Violence here at
Bates, he admits that his knowledge
on issues of sexual assault are either
“theoretical or pertaining specifi¬
cally to Bates.”
“Despite my passion for ad¬
dressing the issue, I haven’t taken
the time to examine penal policy
and mandated forms prevention
anywhere in the world, let alone
at American colleges. I hoped this
course would fuel my interest while
widening my scope of what has
worked for other institutions,” says
Greenawalt.
Both Lindkvist and Green¬
awalt acknowledge that a goal of the
course is to understand sexual vio¬
lence in a broader social and cultural
context. Lindkvist sees' the course
as an opportunity to empower stu¬
dents to implement change on the
campus and understand that com¬
bating sexual misconduct is a “com¬
munity effort” between students,

faculty and staff here at Bates.
Greenawalt adds “I think that
like taking a W1 or completing a
lab component, examining sexual
assault and gendered codes of be¬
havior is crucial to an education that
claims to offer the spread of liberal
arts.
Understanding different forms
of gender based violence is crucial to
implementing change on our cam¬
pus to create a safe, respectful envi¬
ronment. It is an issue that affects
everyone, for each member of the
Bates community must play a role
in promoting sexual respect in order
to combat this issue. Bates is not
immune from incidents of genderbased violence, but the work of the
Lindkvist’s short term will only en¬
hance the resources already in place
and work towards implementing so¬
cial change in our community.

Call Me Crazy, a film that

resonates
KATHRYN ORTEGA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

How well do you know your
friends? While this question might
seem absurd because one might
think ‘I spend all my time with
them so logically I should be able to
say I know them very well,’ I ask this
question because most people don’t
tend to share what is truly troubling
them. To give perspective on this is¬
sue, consider for example how 1 in
4 people suffer from mental health
disorders. If this is surprising, then
you might be shocked to learn how
two thirds of the population that
suffer from mental health disorder
do not receive the help they need.
The problem is not that there is no
help, however. Rather, the problem
is that we do not share what is hap¬
pening in our lives.
Last week, this issue was rep¬
resented in the film called Call Me
Crazy, sponsored by Bates Active
Minds and NAMI Maine. The film
is broken up into five interlacing
sections that each depict different
stories. We saw through the sto¬
ries of Lucy, Grace, Allison, Eddie,
and Maggie, how it doesn’t matter
how smart, how funny, or how rich
one is, mental health issues can af¬
fect anyone. Lucy for example had
graduated as magna cum laude from
college and was in Law School when
she underwent a serious schizo¬
phrenic episode that made her drop
out of Law school. Academic success
does not always mean mental well¬
being.
The falseness of our assump¬
tions was exemplified in Eddie’s
story as well. Through Eddie’s story
we saw how just because he made
other people laugh, it did not mean
that he was immune to any prob¬
lems. Eddie actually suffered from
depression. This showed how the
people that we would least expect
to be suffering from mental health
issues are still susceptible. Maggie’s
story is an example of how even
families can be uninformed of their
own kin’s mental health issues. Mag¬
gie had never told her father that she

TREE STREET
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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levels because the people there were
the first to actually believe in most
of us. They encourage us to try hard
and show the world that we can ac¬
complish something,” says Mana.
Unfortunately, both Mana and Sahra do not always receive the same
support in their school. Sleeper and
Sullivan acknowledged this problem
as well. Tree Street serves students in
grades K-12, but Sleeper mentioned
that in the middle school, very few
teachers are aware of the program.
There is growing recognition in the
high school, Sleeper notes, largely in
part because of the evolvement of
the superintendent and vice princi¬
pal. The relationship is described as
a working relationship, but Sleeper
said they “can’t deny when some¬
thing works.”
Mana and Sahra talked about
some difficulties with teachers dur¬
ing their time at Lewiston High.
Sahra recounted a time where she
had to teach herself the material
because the teacher would not help
her when she asked for clarification
- the teacher told her she should’ve
learned it in fourth grade. But Sah¬

suffered from posttraumatic stress
disorder. Her father finally came
to know the truth after she under¬
went an episode that was so serious
she was put on trial to determine
whether she should retain custody
of her son. One might think it’s no
big deal that this is actually part of
growing up; learning to solve your
own problems. Having this belief is
problematic though because if you
aren’t able to address the issue in
yourself, then the issue just might
escalate into something worse.
What can one do then to alle¬
viate this quietness? One can’t make
someone share something that they
don’t feel comfortable sharing so
then what can be done? The solu¬
tion given in the movie was to show
kindness and love to every person.
As more students were able to see
the seriousness of the issue, students
like Tommy Graziano commented:
“makes you want to be nicer to ev¬
erybody because you don’t know
what they are going through...”
Even former Mayor Larry Gilbert
realized how we might be “taking
people for granted.” What we have
to do then is realize that while there
are not so accepting people of di¬
vergences; there are far more people
that do care.
Here at Bates for example, there
are several programs built to com¬
bat the quietness of the issue. Max
Silverman’s Active minds is aimed
at “changing the culture of Bates...
to get more people talking” about
mental health issues. One does not
even have to personally have a men¬
tal health issue as well. The stories
of Grace and Allison both showed
how one can equally be affected by
mental health issues by just having a
relation that suffers from it. Active
Minds is just meant to be an open
forum that helps students receive
the aid they need. Let’s not be afraid
to share anymore. You are not in
this alone! Too many think that they
have to deal with their problems
alone. Remember then as you work
to change the world that you ARE
cared for and that you are NOT
alone.

ra was not in the school system in
fourth grade. Much of the education
inequality is due to the language and
cultural barriers. “There is just un¬
fairness everywhere in our school
system and I hope overtime things
change,” says Mana.
Bates sophomores Nicole
Bermudez and Becky Schwartz at¬
tended the panel discussion because
they have both volunteered with
Lewiston students before, and want¬
ed to learn more about their educa¬
tion experience. Both were surprised
by the lack of support from the ad¬
ministration. “It’s interesting to see
how the different systems work to¬
gether and are dependent upon each
other, whether they want to be or
not,” notes Schwartz.
Tree Street notices these barri¬
ers and tries to assuage and improve
these issues. It is a place where stu¬
dents can grow and succeed more
than just with their academics Mana mentions the most important
thing she learned from Tree Street
is acceptance. Sleeper and Sullivan
concluded the discussion by em¬
phasizing that Lewiston is a small
enough community that programs
like Tree Street can make a big dif¬
ference in combating education in¬
equity in the community.
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Bates theater portrays the dark side of humanity

ASHLEY BRYANT
MANAGING ARTS&LEISURE EDITOR

What do you get when you
combine punk rock, horror, sex,
and memoir set in a New Jersey
suburb amidst the backdrop of a
toxic storm? The spine-tingling play,
Hamilton Township, written by Ja¬
son Grote - that’s what.
From Thursday, April 3rd to
Sunday, April 6th, four brave stu¬
dents shocked the Bates community
with their performance in Gannett
Theater. Directed by Andrew Over¬
bye T4 for his senior thesis, the play
showcased the dark side of human¬
ity and the power of theater.
“It was a complex production
that explored a troubling situation
in a really beautiful way through the
use of physicality and a small, inti¬

mate setting,” states Allie Freed T6.
Set in a New Jersey suburb
known as Hamilton Township,
the plays begins with Babydoll, a
prostitute (played by Audrey Burns
T7), and Jason, a young, timid man
(played by Colin Mclntire T6),
drinking wine coolers in a furnished
family room while a toxic and mys¬
terious storm rages outside and a
comatose elderly woman (played
by Katie Van Patten T7), lays life¬
lessly still on the sofa. The night is
allegedly Jason’s birthday and Babydoll, hired by a nameless character
(played by Charlie McKitrick T4)
is paid to give Jason any sexual fa¬
vors he desires which he contin¬
ues to refuse. They then wait until
McKitrick’s character, who remains
nameless throughout the show, ar¬
rives with Jason’s birthday present:

the supposed heart of his abusive
stepfather.
The play then plummets into an
utterly unnerving performance of
crude sex, death, and blood - lots of
blood. Glass is smashed, punk music
is blasted, and punches are thrown
all while the audience watches with
wide eyes and gaping mouths.
All four actors embodied their
characters effortlessly, making the
show seem hauntingly realistic, like
the audience was watching real sex
and real murder unfold before them.
Mclntire developed well throughout
the play, showing how taking a hu¬
man life can leave a lasting, detri¬
mental effect on a person. Burns
was powerful and captivating in her
performance, revealing the ugly side
of sex and what happens when Sa¬
dism and Masochism goes too far.

McKitrick was absolutely terrifying
on stage, embodying his character
so well that I was too afraid to con¬
gratulate him at the end of the show.
And lastly, although Van Patten did
not have a single line in the show,
her ability to portray the fragility
of human life was absolutely heart
wrenching.
It’s safe to say that this was the
most disturbing yet brilliant pro¬
duction ever performed at Bates.
It was horrifyingly real, depicting
the sinister side of humanity. And
perhaps that’s what was so frighten¬
ing about it. During the darkest of
moments, some audience members
did not know how to handle the
scene before them, causing them to
laugh and chuckle nervously. The
play tapped into a side of humanity
many people never think about and

made the audience question what
they would have done in a simi¬
lar situation. It showed them how
animalistic humans can be, how
sex isn’t always romantic, and how
death isn’t always peaceful.
“It was an extremely heavy pro¬
duction,” states Caroline Paikoff
T6, “but it was refreshing to see
something at powerful and moving
done well at Bates.”
Overall, Hamilton Township was
totally unforgettable. It was funny,
frightening, and violent, showing
how powerful theater can be in cap¬
turing human emotion. The set was
simple yet the demands of this show
were not. It tested the actors emo¬
tionally along with the audience, re¬
vealing how, perhaps, there is dark¬
ness within all of us.

Senior thesis dance exhibition
TRISTAN BROSSY DE DIOS
ASSISTANT ARTS&LEISURE EDITOR

Before the Robinson Player’s be¬
loved Short Term tradition of “Stag¬
es for All Ages” hit Schaeffer Stage
in mid-May, I got to sit down with
director, Liza Danello T4, a Theater
and English double major, to get
some inside information on what to
expect from this outrageous soulful
musical, The Wiz.
The Bates Student: How does
the performance for Batesies differ
from the one put on for young chil¬
dren?
Liza Danello: The performance
for Bates is sort of an opportunity
to open the pandora’s box of “adult
themes” that are latent in the script
and throughout the rehearsal. We
keep the structure and all of the
main aspects of the show the same
but then everything else is subject
to change. The actual performance
ends up being a lot of improvisation
and the actors are given some free
license to add or change what they
want about their parts. The whole
evening is raucous fun for actors and
audience alike and its different every
year. We never know quite what to
expect but it’s sure to be memorable!
TBS: Are there lots of themes or
issues you’ll be addressing in “The
Wiz” that “The Wizard of Oz” never
touched on?

LD: A lot of The Wiz is just a
modernization of The Wizard of
Oz. It certainly recognizes the clas¬
sic that it reinterprets and a lot of
time the dialogue will poke fun of
the sometimes-ridiculous moments
that crop up. All the familiar char¬
acters are back from The Wizard of
Oz — Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the
Tinman, the Lion, the Witches, the
Flying Monkeys — but most of them
have a fresh quirk that differenti¬
ates them from the original Wizard
of Oz. For example, Addaperle, the
good witch from Munchkinland, is
a bit of a washed-up showgirl who’s
lost some of her knack for magic. I
think that many of the characters
share this shade of imperfection that
we see in Addaperle. All of the char¬
acters have moments of insecurity or
inadequacy.
TBS: What’s the allure of stag¬
ing something “Wizard”-esque in
the 21st century?
LD: The Wizard of Oz or The
Wiz are great shows because they
incorporate so many diverse
characters and situations into an
imaginative world onstage. These
magical worlds lend themselves to
theater specifically because we are
able to do so many extraordinary
things onstage. There is something
about the theater space that makes
even the simplest moments re¬
ally special. I think that the world

of The Wiz is one that keeps the
audience engaged because it keeps
transforming.
TBS: Where and how is the play
set in relation to the original “Wiz¬
ard of Oz”?
LD: Like The Wizard of Oz, the
play has a shift from the flat world
of Kansas into the strange, vibrant
world of Oz. But the places we see in
Oz in The Wiz are a lot funkier than
those from The Wizard of Oz. We
are going to play up the dynamism
of this world with flashy colors and
big structural set pieces to make Oz
seem like a land far, far away.
TBS: If you could choose the
one biggest difference between “The
Wiz” and “The Wizard of Oz”, what
would it be?
LD:
The biggest difference
is probably the style of music that
they use. The Wizard of Oz has all
the sweet classics like “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow” but The Wiz is a
much more lively show. The singing
and dancing makes you want to get
up and groove along with the per¬
formers. The music is jivy and gives
the show a 70s funk feel. The sound
is very bright and fun to listen to
and I think that this upbeat blend of
music will be very appealing for the
young audience.

See THE WIZ, PAGE 4

Short term arts and music events

ASHLEY BRYANT
MANAGING ARTS&LEISURE EDITOR

Looking for something to do this Short Term that taps into your artistic side and/or will leave your heart singing?
Then have no fear - take a look below for some events happening in Olin, Schaeffer, Gannett, and beyond.
til
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Friday, May 2nd
7:30 pm: Reiko Uchinda,
pianist and Thomas
Meglioranza, baritone @
Olin Arts 210

qJ

Lp
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Friday, May 9h
7:30 pm: Momenta
Quartet @ Olin Arts 210
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Monday, May 12h
5:00 pm: Open Dress
Rehearsal of The Wiz for
Bates students and faculty @
Schaeffer Theater

cd
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Wednesday, May 22nd
5:00 pm: Dance Variety
Show @ Schaeffer Theater
-3j_r*'
**Be sure to check out the Senior
jF
^___J* A
Thesis Art Exhibit in the Bates
nf
Lp
Museum of Art!
Saturday, May 3rd
Tuesday, May 13th Mon — Sat: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
4:00 pm: Senior Projects in Creative
Friday, May 16th
Wednesday: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Writing @ Muskie Archives 201
10:00 am: Performances
**Also, the Short Term production
8:00 pm: The Whiffenpoofs of Yale
of The Wiz for local
of Little Egypt will be performed the
Public Concert @ Peter Gomes
elementary students @
weekend of May 16th in Gannett
Chapel, tickets are $ 10
Schaeffer Theater
Theater. Time: TBA.
jF %
|

Saturday, May 17th
9:00 pm: Adult Version of
The Wiz for Bates students @
Schaeffer Theater

Saturday, May lffh
5:30 pm: Musicology thesis panel and dinner @
Commons 221/222
7:30 pm: Cultural Musicology and Music Composition
Presentations from the Class of 2014 @ Olin Arts 210

___________f

| '

Want to explore downtown L-Al
‘
Moonlight and Magnolias @ The Public
Theater (tickets $5)
May 2nd @ 7:30 pm, May 3rd @ 8:00 pm,
May 4th @ 2:00 pm, May 8th @ 7:30 pm,
May 9th @ 7:30 pm, May 10th @ 2:00 pm,
May 11th @ 2:00 pm
The Corner @ She Doesn’t Like Guthries
“Thrill,” competitive storytelling slam
Thursday, May 8th @ 7:00 pm

Senior dance majors showcase thesis exhibi¬
tions. Like what you see? The next dance perfor¬
mance is the Dance Variety Show on Wednes¬
day, May 22nd at 5:00pm in Shaeffer Theater.
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Arts & Leisure

weeKLY verse

If you’re a poet and know it,
or don’t, submit a verse!
Email abryant@bates.edu
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MULTI-C6T

z.k melton

The bull is teased - tossed - thrown.
He is angry, aggressive, always agitated
to the point of exhaustion
and the relinquish of fury,
attack; attack - attacked;
charge!
Stampeded and trampled
over and over - what fun
this absurd entertainment
must be,
- it must be The red cloth that waves, trembles,
provokes stabbed
but why, why,
were you a victim - why
were you manipulated
with endless vigor by the oppressors that guide
the thin blade,
which slid through your
vessels, as the red
seeped into the earth,
that so carefully caressed,
yet discarded you
with the dregs at 2:45 a.m.
to the darkest depth
of human life.

But your blood,
seeps,
so smoothly now,
perfectly through the arms,
of your aggressors

z.k melton

through your arms - my dear friend
but blessed they are
to know such glory.
Was it your hand who took the blame
No - Yes;
I’m afraid I’m lacking the judgement to be fair.

But it is not the red
But the commotion inside,
the daily times - hour to hour
I am fine.
This sermon - a ploy
Oh;
forgiveness, how,
how must I address you ‘You cannot’ - says the bull,
says the coward who
lacks the judgement to know
where you stand
and it does not appeal
to the righteousness
of yourself - because I know
you ride Ferdinand
like a stallion,
with such grace
and command,
through
the turmoil
and distressthe never-ending harmony
of the man and the matadorwho sing,

How lonely
do you sleep
next to memory’s
absence
as you plead
with charisma
in the looking-glass
shattered image
of dejection and
self-sustaining sorrow
in the form
of another absent-moon night
terror where you dig
your fingernails into mattress
flesh and watch
your cross-carved headstone erode
over the searing flames
in the center of the funeral
as acid-rain drowns
epitaph inscriptions,
commiserating your time
tending fallow landscapes,
barren and broken
harvesting only sentiments
of a multi-cat
habitat where misery
does not extend
further than
a whimper or
a purr?

THE WIZ
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TBS: Will there be unexpected
turns those familiar with “The Wiz¬
ard of Oz” won’t see coming?
LD: Well I don’t want to give
too much away! There will definitely
be several moments that may sur¬
prise an audience, whether or not
they are familiar with The Wizard
of Oz. Our Technical Director, Dan
Paseltiner, has some thrilling ideas
for our set that will have a forceful
visual impact. The tornado is one
moment that will be very different
from The Wizard of Oz. Its actually
a dance, the “Tornado Ballet,” and
will feature some of the dancers that
we have working on the project as
well as some dramatic set movement
and lighting. Just because we can’t
build a tornado like Hollywood may
doesn’t mean that we can’t build
something amazing.
TBS: What would you call the
biggest selling point of “The Wiz”?
LD: The biggest selling point
of our Wiz is the incredible cast
and crew that we have collaborating
on this project. The Short Term
musical is an exciting project
because we have Batesies involved
who wouldn’t normally have the free
time during the school year. Our
cast and crew is a consolidation of
many of the exceptionally talented
people at Bates who bring their
energy, enthusiasm, and passion to
the show. It’s wonderful to see all
these faces of Bates come together
on a project of this scale and build
something astonishing in only about
three weeks.
So mark your calendars and
be sure to see The Wiz within the
coming weeks. Please check out the
Short Term Arts Schedule for more
information. This is a production
you do not want to miss!
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Men & Women’s tennis wrap-up
JOHN NEUFELD
STAFF WRITER

The men’s team finished up their
season with a 3-4 record in April.
The Bobcats lost to Amherst 9-0,
bested Tufts 7-2, lost to Williams
6-3, and beat Brandeis 5-4. Within
the last week, the team played Bowdoin, Trinity, and Wesleyan. Bates
was without 3rd singles and 3rd dou¬
bles player Chris Ellis, who had to
pull out due to a hamstring injury.
Bates beat the 11th nationally ranked
Bowdoin team 5-4 for the first time
since 2007.
The ‘Cats started out strong,
sweeping doubles with Timmy Berg
and Pierre Planche winning 1st dou¬
bles, Ben Bogard and Peter Yanofsky
winning 2nd doubles, and Henry Lee
and Eric Ruta winning 3rd doubles.
The Polar Bears bounced back, win¬
ning four singles matches in a row.
However, freshman Pat Ordway
won his match at fifth singles to
tie the match up at 4-4. The only
match left on court was one singles,
where Timmy Berg and Noah Bragg
were grinding in a close match. Both
sets went to a tiebreak, but Berg per¬
severed to close out the victory in
straight sets. “This win is probably
one of the more memorable match¬
es I’ve ever played” said Berg. “The
whole team really came together and
fought hard.”
After the big win against Bow-

doin, Bates traveled to Connecticut
to face Trinity and Wesleyan. They
lost a close 6-3 match to Trinity,
who went ahead 2-1 in doubles and
kept up the pressure the whole time.
“I felt the team competed well; the
results just didn’t go our way” said
captain Ben Bogard. Bates put the
loss behind them and went up
against Wesleyan the next day. The
Bobcats went up 2-1 in doubles
play, but the Cardinals won 5 of the
6 singles to defeat the Bobcats 6-3.
With the loss, the team fell to 3-5 in
NESCAC play and as a result was
not selected to the NESCAC tour¬
nament bid for nationals.
Despite the tough loss, Coach

Paul Gastonguay was thrilled with
how the team competed. After the
match, the team stood in a circle and
Coach Gastonguay said, “It’s been a
pleasure working with you guys this
season and I’ve never been more
proud of another team that I have
coached.” The team really embraced
a culture that led to their success
and competitive spirit. Senior Tim¬
my Berg and junior Pierre Planche
will represent Bates in the national
Division III doubles tournament at
Claremont Mudd-Scripps.
The women’s tennis team fin¬
ished up their last month of play
with a 1-8 record overall. In early
April, the team posted a 5-4 victory
over Babson. Unfortunately, the
‘Cats faced some of their toughest
opponents, the majority of whom
are nationally ranked inside the top
25. The team lost to MIT, Amherst,
and Trinity 9-0. They also suffered
two 7-2 losses to Wellesley and Wes¬
leyan. The team lost to Brandeis
6-3 and to Tufts and Bowdoin 8-1.
Despite the losses to end the season,
the team finished with a 7-9 record
overall. The women’s team has a
strong freshman class and is look¬
ing forward to competing just as
hard next year as they did this year.
Freshman Kate Rosenthal com¬
mented, “This season was a lot of
fun. We have a great group of girls
and I know next season will be just
as enjoyable as this one.”

Men’s lax ends with loss to Colby
WILLIAM CLEAVES
STAFF WRITER

In many ways, the ‘Cats loss to
the Mules in Waterville last Wednes¬
day was emblematic of a season long
struggle. The final score of 12-9 car¬
ried the team’s heartbreaking knack
for coming up just short, and failing
to produce offensively when it mat¬
tered most.
Colby had already secured their
place in the playoffs before the
opening faceoff due to Bates’ failure
to pick up a win in their final home
stand against a talented Connecti¬
cut College team. So although the
matchup had no playoff implica¬

tions, Bates was determined to beat
a long time rival and perhaps end a
rough season on a high note. The
game also was played to commemo¬
rate former Bobcat captain Morgan
McDuffee and Mule Derrik Flahive.
Bates, the visitors on a cold
Waterville day, came out hot scor¬
ing the first three goals of the game
and dominating the first quarter.
But the Mules went on a run of
their own and 6-5 lead at the break.
Some of the struggles of these ‘Cats
haunted them once again as Bates’
9-6 second half lead was met with 6
straight goals from the home team
to close out the game. Despite three
goals from standout sophomore Jack
Allard, the Bates offense couldn’t get

the goals they needed and the well
ran dry as the ‘Cats failed to convert
anything in the closing quarter.
Sophomore goalie Joe Faria
kept Bates in contention saving 11
shots from the Mules, but freshman
Austin Sayre out of Summit, N.J.
proved too much for a talented ‘Cats
Defense. Sayre’s 6 goals and junior
goalie Tyler Will’s 19 saves helped
a balanced Colby squad take care
of the ‘Cats and close out the game
with authority. While Colby con¬
verted its chances, made big shots
and big saves, Bates failed to do so
and ended the season with the same
result that had defined their record
in the NESCAC, a lowly 1-9.
But, there is little doubt the

Women’s lax falls to Trinity
in NESCAC quarterfinals
DOUG STEINBERG
STAFF WRITER

The Bates women’s lacrosse
team fought hard in their first
round playoff matchup against the
No. 2 ranked Trinity Bantams, but
ultimately could not muster up
the same magic that allowed them
to upset the Bantams earlier in the
season, falling 12-7. Previously, on
March 15th, the Bobcats had pulled
off a stunning 6-3 win over Trin¬
ity, utilizing spectacular goaltending
from sophomore Hannah Jeffries as
well as timely scoring by the offense.
Last Saturday, however, the
Bantams did not take the Bobcats
lightly, preventing Bates from jump¬
ing out to any big leads. The game
began with the two teams playing
evenly, with Bates sophomore attack
Alex Briody and senior attack Blair
Shrewsbury providing early goals en
route to a 2-2 tie halfway through
the first half.
With fifteen minutes remaining
in the half, the Bantams rattled off
five unanswered goals in a ten-min¬
ute span, capitalizing on faceoff op¬
portunities and free position shots
to build a 7-2 lead. Sophomore mid¬
fielder Cara Cappellini and senior
midfielder Bridget Meedzan got
Bates back in the game with goals
just prior to halftime, and the Bob¬
cats went into the half down 8-4.
Unfortunately, Bates was unable
to overcome the deficit in the sec¬
ond half, producing only three more
heart and the talent was there all
season for a team that lost six games
by less than three goals. After nab¬
bing their first in-conference win in
an impressive and decisive matchup
at Hamilton on March 29th, the
‘Cats commenced to lose their last
five outings and complete a winless
month of April. An 11-10 loss to
Bowdoin on a cold night on Garcelon showcased the teams’ ability
to play with some of the confer¬
ence’s top talents, but the team just
couldn’t manifest its talent or ability
in the win column.
This season has certainly been
one to forget and the ‘Cats who will
be around next year are staying hun¬
gry. Sophomore defensive midfield¬

goals while allowing the Bantams to
score four. The Bobcats excelled in
taking advantage of Trinity’s mis¬
takes, with sophomore midfielder
Emma Noto, first-year midfielder
Kaileigh Maguire, and Bridget
Meedzan all scoring on free-position
shots. However, Bates’ set plays were
frustrated again and again, and the
Bobcats could not generate signifi¬
cant momentum.
Despite the loss, there were
many bright spots for Bates all over
the field. Hannah Jeffries again
played well, tallying six saves and
three ground balls. Furthermore,
senior defenders Melanie Watson,
SooHee Yoon and Cat Dioli did well
in limiting the opportunities for a
potent Trinity offense.
While not as successful as they
had hoped, the season was not a
lost one for the Bobcats. The team
earned a respectable 8-8 overall re¬
cord, going 4-6 in NESCAC play.
Given one-goal losses to Williams
and Bowdoin, as well as an overtime
loss to Tufts, their record could have
easily been much better.
Unfortunately, Bates will lose
a deep and talented senior class to
graduation, with top producers at
every position. The good news is
that there is still a wealth of talent
amongst the younger players on the
team, highlighted by Jeffries, Cap¬
pellini, sophomore attack Moriah
Greenstein (who led the team with
48 points), and junior defender Aly
Dowey.
er Ken O’Friel reflected on a season
marked by disappointment, “It was
a disappointing season where there
were winnable games that we gave
up due to some bad decisions.” The
wins were certainly in their reach,
and it has become clear that the
‘Cats have to do something to turn
some L’s into W’s. O’Friel contin¬
ued, “Hopefully we will make some
changes and do much better next
year.” The talent is there to do so,
but it will come down to whether
the ‘Cats can make those changes,
whatever they may be, and return to
the NESCAC playoffs again to play
for a long awaited title.

1 8 6 51 THE UNIVERSITY OF

Free Refreshments

Spring 2014 Graduate & Professional Programs Open House
The University of Maine offers
over 75 master’s and 30
doctoral areas of study, ranging
from the arts, sciences and
engineering to professional
degrees in business, education
nursing, communication
sciences and disorders, global
policy and social work. UMaine,
the flagship campus of the
University of Maine System,
is the state’s only Carnegiedesignated “high research
activity” university.
r

* ■

a

■

I

a

The University of Maine is an equal opportunity/
affirmative action institution.

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
Stodder Hall, Room 57
RSVP: T: 207.581.3291
E: graduate@maine.edu
umaine.edu.graduate*
RSVP online for the chance to win an application fee waiver!

*

i

Raffle Giveaways

Sports
The Bates Student April 30,2014

TVack & Field con¬
tinues winning in
spring competition

Rowing victorious in
President’s Cup

NOAH LEVICK
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

11 Mm t.

JAMES KARSTEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Spring Break 2014 hits Bates
College, and as the majority of the
student body left for home to relax
and decompress, the Bobcat rowing
team got on their proverbial grind,
racing twice over break, and again
this past weekend at the Presidents
Cup.
First-year coxswain Kate Traquina cogently described the teams
break, saying “We slept, ate, and
rowed.”
Fellow first-year rower
Adam Rintell had more to say
on the dynamics of break for the
team. “While it was frustrating we
couldn’t get on the water because of
the weather, it was great to improve
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team chemistry.”
This time of year, most Batesies are able to hangout, relax, and
enjoy all that Maine has to offer,
but our rowers find themselves in
the full-swing of a challenging race
schedule as their spring season gets
underway. Over break the men and
women traveled to Worcester Mas¬
sachusetts, finishing with scores of
6-2 and 9-2 respectively. They both
concluded their breaks competing
again in Massachusetts, the men
finishing with an 8-1 score at the
Greater Boston Invitational on the
Merrimack river, and the women
tallied a 5-1 finish on the Charles in
Boston.
This past weekend Bates hosted
the Presidents Cup, a competition
between Bates Colby and Bowdoin,
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as well as the Bates Invitational
which included more teams from
the greater New-England area, on
the Androscoggin River. The Scog
provided just the home-river advan¬
tage our Bobcats needed, propelling
the men and women to collective
team victories in both the cup and
the invitational. “We were very
pleased with our successes at the race
last weekend, even amidst rain and
heavy winds” said first-year rower
Elise Emil. “We hope to take this
speed into our upcoming Champi¬
onships. It was also great seeing so
much support from the Bates com¬
munity at our regatta.”
The team travels back to
Worcester this weekend to compete
in the New-England rowing cham¬
pionships.

Baseball looks to win NESCAC
tournament #DOGPILE
ALYSSA MORGOSH
STAFF WRITER

The Bates Baseball team earned
their first series victory against the
Trinity Bantams in the recorded
history of the conference matchup,
winning Friday, April 18th and split¬
ting a doubleheader on Saturday,
April 19<h.
Senior left-hander and two-time
this NESCAC Pitcher of the Week
Brad Reynolds received the 4-2 win
on Friday, pitching 5 % solid innings
with 2 strikeouts and 2 unearned
runs. Junior Sam Maliska took over
in the sixth, posting 3 Vi shutout in¬
nings for his first save of the season.
On offense, juniors Nate Pajka and
Rockwell Jackson each went 2-for-5,
while first-year Brendan Fox went
l-for-2 with an RBI double, con¬
tributing to the Bobcats’ 9-hit per¬
formance.
The team took their momentum
from Friday and showed up to play
in their 12-7 extra-innings win in
the first game of the doubleheader
on Saturday. Fox went 3-for-4 with
three RBI’s, Junior Mekae Hyde
notched three hits, and senior Griff
Tewksbury recorded his fifth home
run of the season. Senior Chris
Fusco pitched five innings, allowing
only three runs while sophomore re¬
liever Rob DiFranco picked up the
win for the ‘Cats. Bates jumped on
Trinity quickly going ahead 6-1 by
the top of the fifth. Although the
Bantams worked their way back in
the next three innings to tie the game
and take it to extra innings, the Bob¬
cats came back strong in the eighth
with six runs starting from a Pajka
RBI single and Tewksbury double.
Trinity answered with one run in the
bottom of the eighth but it was not
enough to stop sophomore right¬
hander Samuel Warren from closing
out this win for Bates. Warren re¬
marked, “Everything came together
for us to win the series. We are able
to win because we have the mental¬
ity that it’s all about being part of the
team. We hang out with each other
every night. It’s really a family.”
In the final game of the series,
Trinity’s starter went seven innings,
allowing only one run on eight hits,
while Bates junior Will Levangie
pitched 6 Vi innings, struck out five,
and gave up only one run on four
hits. Trinity scored first in the second
inning with a bases-loaded forced run
off a hit-by-pitch. Bates responded
in the fourth as Hyde doubled home
Tewksbury, tying the game 1-1. The
Bobcats unfortunately lost the game
in the bottom of the ninth with a
bases loaded single. However, taking
two of three in Hartford was a big
achievement for Bates, putting them
in sole possession of second place in
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the NESCAC East Division.
In between NESCAC series, the
Bobcats recorded three vital wins,
one against Endicott (8-4) and two
versus Husson (7-2 and 9-4), to so¬
lidify their standing and competitive
edge in the region, outside of confer¬
ence play.
The ‘Cats then reaffirmed their
dominance in the NESCAC by
capturing two wins out of the three
game series against Colby College
beginning on Friday, April 25th.
In the first game on Friday, Brad
Reynolds crafted 12 strikeouts in
his first-ever complete game to
bring Bates to a 5-0 victory against
the Mules. When asked what has
contributed to his success on the
mound, Reynolds responded, “I’d
say the key for me is mental prepa¬
ration. The continuous study of the
mental ABC’s of pitching by H.A.
Dorfman have been very helpful as
well as daily visualisation and medi¬
tation...It allows me to do what I
love and have a lot of fun doing it.”
Tewksbury went 3-for-3 while
Rockwell Jackson had two hits and

KARA GARLAND/
THE BATES STUDENT

two runs stored. Bates took a 2-0
lead in the third and added another
run in the fourth on a wild pitch
that scored Pajka. In the fifth, Hyde
walked and Jackson singled, setting
up Tewksbury’s double to score both
of them, giving the ‘Cats a 5-0 edge.
The runs they scored were clearly
the result of a team effort. Jackson
reports that they are coached to,
“Get ‘em on [get on base], get 'em
over [put the runners in scoring po¬
sition], and get ‘em in [bat them in
for runs].” Defensively, Reynolds
finished the game strong facing just
14 batters over the last four innings.
In the second game of the series
with Colby and the first of the dou¬
bleheader on Sunday, the Bates base¬
ball team lost 2-1 in a well-fought
game against the Mules. Firstyear righthander Anthony Telesca
pitched six solid innings and gave
up only one run on two hits. Colby
won the game in the bottom of the

seventh with a leadoff walk, sacrifice,
and pinch-hit single to knock in the
winning run.
With the series split, a playoff
berth for either team rested on the
outcome of the third game. Head
coach Mike Leonard gathered his
players in the outfield and encour¬
aged the team, “If we just play our
game, no one will beat us.” Sopho¬
more Sam Warren reflected on the
perspective of the players, “No one
was concerned. We were just moti¬
vated.”
Their motivation translated into
resilient play as the Bobcats took a
1-0 lead in the third with an RBI
double by Warren. Colby tied the
game in the bottom of the inning
but Bates came back with another
run in the fourth. The Bobcats
stretched their lead to 4-1 with two
runs in the sixth. Senior Steve Burke
singled and eventually scored on
Mekae Hyde’s double. Pajka doubled
to bring Hyde in as well. Bates got
two insurance runs in the top of the
ninth after sophomore Conor Reenstierna led off with a single and War¬
ren blasted a two-run-homer to con¬
tribute to his 3 RBIs and 2 hits for
the game. In reference to his success
at the plate, Warren said, “It’s not
about individual accolades. We have
a team mentality and we get the job
done because we work as a team.”
Bates’ win combined with Tufts’
doubleheader sweep of Bowdoin so¬
lidified their first-ever bid to the NE¬
SCAC tournament. Bates has shown
determination and fight through¬
out the season, highlighted by their
strong pitchers and irrepressible of¬
fense.
With eight games left, Bates can
clinch the #1 playoff spot by defeat¬
ing Tufts in both games of their dou¬
bleheader at Bates on Saturday, May
3rd. Mike Leonard and the 34-man
roster hope to display how deep tal¬
ent and a team mentality can result
in a NESCAC Championship.
When asked to explain why
the back of the team’s shirts say
‘Dogpile,’ junior Aidan Sullivan re¬
sponded, “The goal from day one [of
preseason] was to win a NESCAC
Championship. It’s a reminder of
the success we are trying to achieve.”
Classmate Jackson added, “Our
coach [Mike Leonard] reminds us
each day that no one can beat us but
ourselves; so if we keep playing our
own game and focusing on that team
concept, no one will beat us.”
Reynolds feels strongly about
winning the NESCAC tournament
for reasons beyond the team: “Our
community has been through a lot
this year and I would love nothing
more that to win it for them.”
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The Bates men’s and women
track squads managed to shatter sev¬
eral team records on Saturday at the
NESCAC Championships in Waterville, Maine while also perform¬
ing well against their conference
competitors.
For the women, senior Kallie
Nixon continued her dominant sea¬
son by winning the 800 and 1,500
meters. Nixon earned NESCAC
Women’s Track Performer of the
Week on April 7 in recognition of
her third place finish in the 3,000
meter steeplechase at the Sam How¬
ell Invitational at Princeton Univer¬
sity. She was the only Division III
runner in the field, beating Division
I competition with her personal re¬
cord time of 10:38.63. On Saturday,
her winning time of 2:14.62 was an¬
other personal best on a major stage.
While Nixon’s victories were
key points for the Bobcats, who fin¬
ished sixth out of the 11 teams at
the NESCAC Championships, the
entire team made significant and in
some cases historical contributions.
In the preliminary heats of the 100
meters, senior Angeleque Hartt set
a new Bates record with a time of
12.45 seconds. Hartt finished sixth
in the 100 meter final. Speaking to
her ability to consistently tear down
old records, Hartt commented, “I
think I’ve been able to continually
improve my personal records be¬
cause of the type of coaching and
training I receive from my coaching
staff. They push me and challenge
me to be better everyday.”
Freshman Allison Hill’s fifth
place time of 15.22 seconds in the
100-meter hurdles eclipsed the
previous Bates record in the event.
Hill was thrilled with this accom¬
plishment, as well as surprised that
she was able to break the record in
her freshman year. She credited her
coaches and teammates immensely,
stating, “I’ve learned from my team¬
mates that your biggest competi¬
tor is yourself and that’s really how
I’ve pushed myself to improve every
week. The set of coaches at Bates are
also phenomenal and have helped
me transition from high school
level track and field to the collegiate
level.” Hill and Hartt teamed up
along with junior Quincy Snellings
and sophomore Alexis Dickinson1 to
break yet another Bates record in the
4X100 relay.
The Bates women scored in
every single track event at the NE¬

SCAC Championships, a very
promising sign heading into the
New England Division III Outdoor
Championships this Friday and Sat¬
urday.
As both a team and as indi¬
viduals, the Bates men have several
major recent achievements to their
names. The Bobcats won the Snow¬
flake Classic at Tufts University, de¬
feating 26 other teams at the meet.
They also were victorious yet again
at the Maine State Outdoor Cham¬
pionship, their 12th state title in 13
years. Sophomore Rudy Pandora
continued with his recent emer¬
gence as a thrower, winning both
the shot put and the discus. Junior
Sean Enos, who was fourth in both
of the events won by Pandora, was
state champ in the hammer throw.
Another Bates state champion was
senior John Wisener, who cleared
14’ 1.25” in the pole vault.
At the University of New
Hampshire meet on April 5th, Wi¬
sener soared to a Bates record, ce¬
menting 16’ 0.25” as the new mark
to beat after 16’ had stood for 10
years. That performance earned him
the titles of NESCAC and ECAC
Performer of the Week. Wisener
shared the fascinating story of how
he started out with this unique
event; his older sister began vaulting
in high school, and was scheduled
to go to a pole vaulting camp in the
summer, but “on a family trip to Ice¬
land she sprained her ankle chasing
sheep down a hill. She was unable
to go to vault camp the following
week. The camp refused to give my
mom a refund but they did agree on
having her 12 year-old son go vault
with the high schoolers in my sister’s
place. I began to vault there and I
knew that was something I wanted
to pursue.”
Wisener finished second at the
NESCAC championships, where
the Bobcats as a team came in third.
Reflecting on his passion for the
sport, he said, “My favorite part of
vaulting is the feeling of flying.” He
also enjoys the subtle technical ele¬
ments and adjustments that have al¬
lowed him to keep jumping higher.
He stated, “My goals for the rest of
my senior year are to get over 16’ 5”
if not higher, become All-American
for Bates, and to continue to enjoy
the event.”
The Bates men, including Wi¬
sener, will have another opportunity
to excel in their respective domains
like their women counterparts at the
New England Division III Outdoor
Championships this weekend.

Softball concludes season
NOAH LEVICK
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The fact that captain Alayna
Garbarino was the sole senior hon¬
ored for the Bates softball team
prior to their season finale against
Bowdoin on Sunday tells you just
how little experience this squad has
compared to their NESCAC op¬
position. Still, the young Bobcats,
who finished the year with an 8-20
record, learned plenty this season
about what it takes win games
One obvious winning ingredi¬
ent for any team is good pitching.
The Bobcats’ two primary pitchers
this year were juniors Brenna Calla¬
han and Kelsey Freedman, who has
a penchant for striking out hitters.
In the second game of a doubleheader sweep over Maine Maritime
on April 21st, Freedman broke Bates
records for strikeouts in a game, sea¬
son, and career. She commented,
“It was a personal goal for me from
day one to break the season strike¬
out record because I was so close last
year, but I had no idea that I would
be able to break all of those...never
mind in one day.” Rather than re¬
lying on one pitch, Freedman be¬
lieves that, “Keeping the hitters off
balance and guessing is what re¬
ally makes for an effective pitching
performance against any team.” If
Freedman can be dominant again in
her senior year, it would be a mas¬
sive boost for the Bobcats.
One promising young player
the Bobcats will look to in the years
to come is freshman Maddie Inlow,
who played in every game. Inlow
played multiple positions this year,
and said, “I feel as though I have
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improved my understanding of the
game through this and have learned
to do my job for the team.” She
stated that she’s realized she needs to
focus on the intricacies of her game
as well as improving her skills at
the variety of position she might be
asked to play.
Freedman echoed these senti¬
ments, commenting, “The offsea¬
son is really the time to improve on
the fundamentals and create a good
team culture.” A key to that team dy¬
namic next year will be transitioning
a large group of incoming freshman
to the college level. This year, a ma¬
jor adjustment for the Bobcats was
playing for new head coach McKell
Barnes, which involved certain play¬
ers moving to different positions
and adopting unfamiliar roles for
the team. But Freedman believes
that strong team chemistry helped
the Bobcats make these moves with
minimal friction.
Next year, solid production
from the freshmen would be a wel¬
come addition to the bats already
in the Bobcat lineup. Sophomore
Karen Lockhart led the team with
a .330 average, while juniors Kira
Shaikh and Freedman also hit over
.300. The team collectively im¬
proved from their early defensive
struggles, although their season end¬
ing .940 fielding percentage is below
what they’d like it to be next season.
Still, the sense from this young team
is that their improvement through¬
out this year is indicative of a bright¬
er future. According to Inlow, “We
have grown so much over this season
and I know we will continue to grow
over the next few years.”

